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Gandhian Studies Centre

A. Nari Sashaktikaran: Echoes from Ancient India in the Modern World
The concept of Nari Sashaktikaran, or women's empowerment, finds intriguing connections with the
philosophical wellspring of ancient India. By examining these links, we can not only gain a deeper
appreciation for historical perspectives on women's agency, but also find inspiration for the ongoing pursuit

of gender equality.

Traces of Empowerment in Ancient Thought:

The Learned Women of the Vedas (1500-500 BCE): During the Vedic period, a surprising level
of educational freedom existed for women, particularly from upper castes. Renowned scholars
like Gargi and Maitreyi challenged established norms by actively participating in
philosophical discourses. Their stories highlight the importance of education as a foundation
for empowerment. In today's world, ensuring equal access to quality education for girls
remains a critical aspect of Nari Sashaktikaran on a global scale.

Spiritual Equality: A Challenge to Patriarchy: Many Indian philosophical schools, including
those associated with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism, emphasized the potential for anyone,
regardless of gender, to achieve spiritual liberation (moksha). This underlying principle of
spiritual equality within a patriarchal society offered a powerful form of empowerment. In the
modern context, this concept can inspire us to challenge the lingering effects of patriarchy that
continue to restrict women's opportunities for self-discovery and participation in spiritual
traditions.

Shakti: The Divine Feminine Force: Hinduism's concept of Shakti, the divine feminine energy
embodied in various goddesses, acknowledges the significance and power of the feminine
principle alongside the masculine. While interpretations vary, Shakti can be seen as a way of

honoring women's inherent strength and potential. This resonates with modern feminist
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movements that celebrate women's power and advocate for their full participation in all
spheres of life.

Building Bridges Between Past and Present: Despite the limitations of the past, the emphasis
on education and spiritual equality in ancient Indian philosophies offers valuable inspiration
for the ongoing journey towards Nari Sashaktikaran.

Continuing the Legacy: The Gandhian studies Centre set up in 2008 under the epoch, making
social thinkers scheme of India is working for nurturing the old age traditions of India, the
ancient philosophy of India, which values each life and strives to make them self-dependent
(Atma Nirbhar) is kept alive by the centre through its women empowerment cell, which
provides life skill training in fashion designing, cosmetology, and basic computers, to under
privileged rural women the centre has provided skills to over 5000 women to live a dignified
life. The Gandhian Studies Centre is through its women empowerment cell is trying to bring

back the lost status of the under privileged rural women.
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B. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and Gandhian Philosophy: A Shared Vision for Global

Harmony

The ancient Indian concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (*'the world is one family") finds profound
resonance with the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. Both emphasize a universal outlook that

transcends national or cultural boundaries.
Here is a deeper look at the interconnectedness of these ideas:

« Unity in Diversity: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam acknowledges the inherent diversity of the world,
similar to how a family comprises individuals with unique personalities. Gandhi's philosophy
championed tolerance and respect for all cultures and religions, recognizing the strength that
arises from embracing differences.

« Interdependence and Shared Responsibility: The concept of a global family in VVasudhaiva
Kutumbakam implies a sense of interconnectedness and shared responsibility for the well-
being of all members. This aligns with Gandhi's vision of global cooperation, where wealthier
nations have a moral obligation to assist those in need. This resonates with modern ideas of

international development and global justice.
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« Non-Violent Conflict Resolution: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam promotes a peaceful world, a
vision Gandhi actively pursued through Satyagraha (non-violent resistance). Both
philosophies reject violence as a means of resolving conflict and advocate for dialogue and
mutual understanding.

The Contribution of Gandhian Studies Centre: Through seminars, conferences, workshops and
publications the Gandhian Studies centre provides a platform to scholars across the world to
delve into the various aspects of our ancient philosophy and Gandhian thought which help in
making a peaceful unified place resonating with the ancient Indian concept of Vasudhaiva

Kutumbakam.

Mahatma Gandhi

The Champion Crusader

ayhe (vandhian Afternatives

Panorama;

An International Journal Of

Gandhian Thought

| Kanya Maha Vidyalaya, jalandhar
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C. Carrying forward the ancient tradition of Daan Through the Empathy Corner

Dana is a Sanskrit and Pali word that connotes the virtue of generosity, charity or giving of alms,
in Indian religions and philosophies. Dana is any form of giving. In Buddhist culture, dana
(donation) is any relinquishing of ownership to a recipient without expecting anything in return.
The Centre started the Empathy Corner outside the college gate in 2016. The main motive was to
inculcate the sentiments of empathy towards the under privileged among the students through

donation of clothes, shoes, utensils & toys etc.
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Vedic Research Centre Initiated in 2014, Vedic Research Centre was inaugurated by the
Honourable Smt. Rekha Raje. Vedic Research Centre at Kanya Maha Vidyalaya is infused with
the spirit & dedication towards the timeless philosophy of Vedas. In this Centre, we make a sincere
endeavour to imbibe and inculcate in students the teachings of Vedas. Latest Activity of Vedic
Research Centre: 100 Vedic lectures sponsored by Maharshi Sandeepani Rashtriya Ved Vidya
Pratishthaan, Ujjain (Under the Ministry of HRD, New Delhi) Session: 2015-16 have been
delivered so far by eminent scholars. Objectives of Vedic Policy The goal of a society should be
the integration of material development with psychological, cultural, and spiritual aspects — all in

harmony with the Earth.
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Objectives

1. To provide the facilities for education, training, growth and upgradation of all the shastriya
knowledge relating to Vedas and Shastra, Indian herbs and all useful knowledge for the human
welfare e.g. Aayurveda, Reiki, Stone Therapy, Aromatherapy, Naturopathy, Astrology, Vaastu
shastra, Numerology, Yoga, Fine Arts, Palmistry, Mantra Therapy etc.

2. To remove superstition and illusions from society regarding Vedas and Shastras

3. To manage or provide facility for managing the functioning of institutions, which are providing
education regarding Vedic and Shastriya subjects for the development of human society

4. To publish, print and distribute all the knowledge emerging from the Vedas and other literature
relating to Shastras and to provide facilities of distribution through above said centers.

5. To plan and organize functions, competitions, exhibitions, seminars and cultural programs for the
growth and development of Vedic and shastriya knowledge

6. To develop various Vedic and Shastriya techniques to encourage self-employment

7. To organize the health centers and camps for the protection and treatment of health by using
Bhartiya Vedic techniques for e.g. Aayurveda, Naturopathy and Yoga etc for the human welfare.

8. To make efforts for upliftment of living status and to make the society self-dependent on the policy
of “BAHUJAN SHUKHAYA- BAHUJAN HITAYA”.

9. To provide facility and arrangement for good education and teachings of the Vedas & Shastras for
the development of the society.

10. and reading halls in different parts/regions of India for the availability of Vedic and Shastriya
literature for the general people.

11. To communicate with educational and other concerned Department of various universities,
government and institutes to promote measures of protection of Indian Culture through education.

12. To educate people of their rights, duties in a democratic setup of society and promote activity for
the eradication of social evils.

13. To strive to eradicate social evils like dowry system and drug abuse to counter bail the strident
force of terrorism.

14. To undertake various activities that will arouse and develop feeling of the unity and affection
among the members of the society.
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Sanskrit Education Centre
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Certified that this Institution is desirous of conducting Non-Formal-Sanskrit-Education centre. It has no objection if

Central Sanskrit University provides the Sanskrit Teacher for the Centre.

T WU & TR0
Signature of Head of the
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The filled application should be sent by mail (nfse@csu.co.in) or post.
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Sub: - Regarding Non-Formal Sanskrit Education Centre.
Sir, g

It is my earnest pleasure to inform you that following your application the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of
Central Sanskrit University, Delhi has been pleased to approve the Non-Formal Sanskrit Education Centre in your
Institution. Sri/Dr Bhagwati Prasaad Devradi has been appointed as the Teacher in your Centre till 15" May,
2024, In addition to the teaching in your Centre he/she will conduct classes in other nearby Centres also.

Sri/Dr Bhagwati Prasaad Devradi is informed to report for the duty in your office at the earliest.

May I request you to send the Monthly Progress Report (of the pervious month) of the Teacher to our
office in the prescribed proforma in the 4" week of every month which will enable us to pay his/her remuneration
inetime.

The Guideline of Non-Formal Sanskrit Education Centre are will be sent soon.

With regards

Yours
. ! A .y

Dr. Ratna’ Mohan Jha)

%S & ‘A - Director

g = Institute of Open and Distance Education
Copy to (for information & necessary action)

The Principal, Guru Virjanand Gurukul Mahavidyalaya, GT Road, kartarpur , Near DSP Office,
District Jalandhar (Punjab)- 144801

GENERAL ENQUIRY : 011-28520977, 28521994, 28524993, 28524995, 28525963
49, REGISTRAR : 28520979, ACD : 28521948, ADMIN : 28524532, EXAM : 28521258, N.F.S.E. : 28524387,
ngpzagggg3e'11 SCHEMES : 28520966, EMAIL : centralsanskrituniversity@gmail.com, WEBSITE : www.sanskrit.nic.in
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